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Wednesday, April 4, 2007
MAT-SU Borough, Alaska -- The Knik River Public Use Area, is prized for its beauty and for its freedom, a place where you're just as likely to run into a skier on an adventure, as you are to run across a burned-out abandoned car.

The Department of Natural Resources is looking for public input to figure out what should be done in the area.

On trips to the Knik River Public Use Area, you're likely to run into Mother Nature at her best and people at their worst.

It's a place that's popular for both its beauty and its freedom. People can practice shooting, and hike great trails all in one location. But, not for much longer.

The department is meeting with locals to see how they how they want the area to be used.

Some suggested proposals would only allow four wheelers on designated trails and restrictions on guns.

"The shooting proposals are probably one of the only things that we feel are headed in the right direction. Shooting needs to be moved out of the neighborhoods, for resident's safety. It needs to be moved up river so that somebody does not get hurt," said Robert Howard of the Knik Watershed Group.

Kathy Wells of Friends of Mat-Su said changes are needed. 

"Anything that cleans up the area and makes it more legitimate will be good," Wells said.

Howard said he still has concerns the department isn't doing enough for the environment.

"We've always felt there is plenty of room for everybody, but at the same time, there is critical habitat that is being ignored," Howard said.     

Protecting the environment and preserving personal freedoms. The department, with help from the public decides what happens next. 

It is also possible that users might have to pay fees.  Suggestions are anywhere from $3 for parking and up to $100 for an annual boat ramp usage fee. 

E-mail Rebecca Palsha at rpalsha@ktuu.com
