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Please feel free to use this form to provide comments on the Knik River Public Use Area.

Comments on Management Action: 1. 2. & 3. Classify ' trails' either ORV or non-motorized; no multiple use. Limit wooded ORV trails to 1000 lb weight.  Distinguish between: access roads into KRPUA, trail/road for ORV travel thru KRPUA and ORV recreational areas. Identify seasonal use only ORV trails. 

1.& 2. Identify and eliminate motor vehicle trails providing access to KRPUA from non-KRPUA lands, unapproved DOT accesses or trespassing. Identify costs and funds needed for developing, operating and maintaining both on and off road vehicle accesses sited near parking, signage and sanitary public facilities. Limited motor vehicle access reduces upkeep costs and guarantees seasonal access for motor sports, trail repair, recovery crews, fire fighting, emergency response, law enforcement, tours, etc. 

3. Map terrain unsuitable for ORV use (erosion, saturation, vegetation, wildlife habitat, cost, access, etc); inventory and map damaged terrain; provide legend explaining the nature and causes of damage; identify feasible methods to repair and/or prevent degradation; identify and map land mass utilized or damaged by ORV's; identify and map land mass to be designated for ORV use; identify and map proportionate land mass for non-motorized use; identify perpetual funding sources for repair, enforcement, and grooming of designated motorized trails and areas; determine self-supporting user fee. 

4.DNRs' proposal to acquire additional lands for additional vehicle access to KRPUA is without merit and obstructs the planning process. The primary deterrents to public enjoyment, recreation and enforcement efforts at KRPUA have been lack of motor-vehicle control, lack of law enforcement and lack of sanitary facilities not lack of access or lack of parking. Expenses, funds and timetables for the land use acquisitions were not identified, nor was a need or use for such land described. 

Comments on Actions Common to All Alternatives: to add; Recreational discharge of firearms to be prohibited in the KRPUA unless a shooting range is developed, safely away from recreational areas, trails and residential or private property.  Shooting range must meet environmental and safety standards. 

Extrication or recovery from prohibited water crossings to be performed by bonded wreckers able to operate without disturbing banks, vegetation and trails.

Damaging trails, operating motorized vehicles off trail, and trespassing to be prohibited; DNR to reserve off-road use exemption or permitting as per private land access, fire, rescue, military, research, game recovery, etc.

Comments on Preliminary Alternatives 1, 2, 3:  DNR proposes to rescind existing land use restrictions to provide free use of public lands for (ORV's).  The KRPUA management plan was created to manage land use, prevent illegal activities and enhance recreation, safety, wild life and habitat.  The greatest deterrent to achieving these goals is the unrestricted access and use of ORV's. To meet the objectives of HB 307, an ORV use plan and policy must be created that designates specific trails and areas for ORV use, and prohibits ORV use outside of designated areas or off designated trails. 

Rippy Trail accesses the KRPUA but was not intended, designed or developed for vehicle use. DNR criteria for access trails and loops must consider original use and capacity. Access trails must equitably accommodate non-motorized users ability to access the KRPUA without encountering motor vehicle safety hazards, dust, noise, etc. With little cost, Rippy Trail is only suited for use, and access, as a non-motorized access trail.. 

Other Comments: Unrestricted motorized use trails are easily damaged, expensive to repair and costly to maintain. Controlled motor access facilitates fee collections, familiarizes visitors with area use designations and ensures accessibility to emergency responders. ORV use in multi-use recreation areas must be prohibited; campers, swimmers, picnic groups, fisherman, kite flyers, and others using Bodenburg Creek, Jim Creek, and lower Knik River should not be engulfed by noise, dust or motorized vehicles while engaged in approved recreational activities on public land. Either prohibit ORV's in dense use areas, or provide a regulated-speed trail that routes motorists to a designated ORV use area.. 

Submitted by:  First Name _________________ Last Name: _______________________ 

Email:  ____________________________  Title/Agency: _________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________ 

