Road's evolution mirrors growth in rural area 

KNIK RIVER ROAD: Development adds to area's sense of community. 
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KNIK RIVER -- Knik River Road for years was one of those places where people came to get away from other people, locals say. 

Now, with a new lodge at the end of the road, a planned subdivision, expanded glacier tours and a new espresso stand, Knik River Road is coming into its own. 

Ted Konyot, a former steelworker, opened Knik Caboose three months ago. The espresso stand sits about a mile up the road that parallels the broad, glacial Knik River for nine miles into the mountains before going to dirt. 

"The traffic has steadily increased out here," Konyot said. "It's a beautiful place to live, but it's also a sightseeing area." 

After all, it's about an hour's drive to Anchorage, he said. "Wouldn't you rather live out here than in Anchorage?"

Well, the evolution of the road isn't quite that simple, as Konyot would be the first to tell you. 

Stunning views up to Knik Glacier and surrounding peaks of the high Chugach Mountains draw increasing numbers of residents and visitors, but they also draw mayhem. 

Locals along the river tell of errant target shooters that send bullets zinging through their yards and oily waste and sewage washing from the river. 

Still, the atmosphere along the road is changing. 

The area borders a new state-managed public-use area, and Alaska State Troopers have promised additional patrols to cut down on the mayhem. 

Plans are in the works for a new community center near the fire station just past the Pioneer Peak trail head, said John Nystrom, who homesteaded 160 acres on the north side of the road in 1967. 

He watched as the road was paved in 1999 and now hopes to see another mile or so paved for school bus access, Nystrom said. He hopes in the future to develop part of his property, subdividing it slowly into large parcels. 

Neighbor Richard Farah is already doing just that. For a subdivision called The Cedars, Farah is creating 29 lots, most nearly five acres, from 152 acres he owns near the end of the road, according to Paul Hulbert, platting department director for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 

"He wanted to maintain the rusticness of the area," Hulbert said, complimenting Farah's decision to go with larger lots. 

Meanwhile, at least one of the glacier tour operators at the end of the road plans changes. 

Tom Faussett, owner of Hunter Creek Adventures, is adding a jet boat to the airboat he already uses for trips to Knik Glacier. 

His decision "has a lot to do" with the new lodge at the end of the road, Faussett said. 

That would be Knik River Lodge, a recreation-themed getaway with 25 cabins that opened last summer. Lodge owner Peter Schadee said in an e-mail that he hopes to add a restaurant and hiking trails. 

The lodge will focus on small group tours, Schadee said. 

All in all, Faussett said, its residents are seeing the benefits of the evolution of the road. 

"We're having potlucks, we're building a new community center," he said. "There seems to be more of a sense of community going on around here."
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Longtime Knik River Road resident Ted Konyot opened the Knik Caboose Espresso Bar about three months ago. "It's a beautiful place to live, but it's also a sightseeing area," he said. 

Reporter Zaz Hollander can be reached at the Daily News Wasilla office at zhollander@adn.com or 352-6711.

